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  ñKnowledge is Powerò  

CHILDREN½S 

TRIBUNE 

Kim Phuc & Nick Ut: June 8, 1972      

KIM PHUC is leading the efforts to  build support for a Library at Trang Bang, the place of this iconic pic-

ture of the Vietnam War. NICK UT, the 1973 Pulitzer Prize winning photographer, has joined her making 

for two truly unique weeks of presentations in Wisconsin and Illinois in June and September respectively. 

Nick is shown with the picture that literally gave him a worldôs respect along with Kimôs life-long apprecia-

tionð-he put down his camera to save her life in a powerful display of human values over personal opportunity.  

The black and white picture below is a throwback to the 1972 photo by Nick Ut, now in 2019 with Kim 

ñcenter Stageò and 21st Century 9 year olds in Chicago (Nick Ut, Sep 10 2019) 
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                                      OCT 

13-27 Mission #52 Vietnam & Cambodia 

                                      NOV 

1-20  Laos PDR, Library Recovery Mission 

         Vietnam: Dak Rong, Rehab Projects 

                                      FEB 2020 

TBD Trang Bang & Giong Trom                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

Library Construction Review & Workersô Parties 

                                       JUNE 2020* 

TBD  Final Inspection, Dedications 

OCT 2020 

TBD    Rehab Dedication, Rehab Review, ñVietnam has Talentò 

& Scholarships 

 

*2020 June trip subject to construction status                                 

E-mail for 2019-20 Missions  and CLI Travel Opportunities: Chuck@childrenslibraryinternational.org 

PHONSAVATH PROJECT  
KMHMUS  PROJECT 

Working to get the kids in the Library from 

Washington, DC                         

to                                                   

Vientiane, Laos  

 

KIM PHUC LIBRARY LEARNING CENTER  

VVAW LIBRARY LEARNING CENTER  

DEDICATIONS TO BE SET  

SUMMER 2020  

Ambassador Khamphan ANLAVAN & his wife, 

Laos PDR                                                              

and President Donald Trump                                                       
Ambassador Khamphan ANLAVAN                                               

with Chuck Theusch, Ross Worley,                                             

Gary Counihan, Laos Embassy                                                                       

Washington, DC                                                                     

June 25, 2019 

GARY COUNIHAN flew directly from HCMC (Saigon) Vietnam to make our meeting with the new Lao Ambassador to the United 

States, His Excellency Khamphan ANLAVAN, on June 25, 2019 at the Lao Embassy in Washington, DC. We were honored to be re-

ceived by the Ambassador and his staff. Upon presenting the Library Projectôs history since 2002, he was open and forthright, giving 

the Library of Laos advice and direction for the next step in our process of getting correctly registered as an NGO fully authorized to 

work in the Laos PDR. 

This led to our next meetings in  Vientiane Capitol and Vientiane Province. The continued work toward getting the kids studying and on 

the computers at this beautiful Library will yield a favorable result with the Lao Government and Library of Laos Project working togeth-

er as a Team.  

ó...the Laos Government 

works with many NGOs who 

come to help our country 

grow and make a better life 

for our people. We remem-

ber the past, but work for 

the future.                                           

We look forward to working 

together with all peoples 

who come to our country to 

help us in our work to make 

a better life for                                  

all our citizens.ô                                            

ðAMBASSADOR                

KHAMPHANH                               

ANLAVAN                    
Washington, DC June 25, 2019 

Unchaining the minds                              

of the future... 
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LAOS: MEETING  JULY 19, 2019                                                             

GOVERNOR KAMPHANH SITTDHIDAMPHA 

Governor Khamphanh Sittdhidampha  (New 2019)                                                                                 

Ms. Noi Sengsourigna, Chuck Theusch, Vientiane Province, 

Laos July 19, 2019 

ó...the children of Laos 

need computers, books, 

and Library resources to 

build the future of our 

country. This is most im-

portant for the develop-

ment of our land and your 

library will help us get                 

this done.ô 

ðHONORABLE KHAMPANH 
SITTDHIDAMPHA,            

Governor, Vientiane Province &           

Chief Justice Emeritus,         

Supreme Court of Laos                                                

July 19, 2019 

 

FROM THE 

ANGUISH OF 

THE PAST TO 

THE HOPE    

OF THE        

FUTUREé. 
LAOS PDR &                                   

Library of Laos Project                  

working together! 

NOLAN BARKHOUSE 

Public Affairs Officer, US Embassy 

Vientiane, Laos PDR 

GOVERNOR  KAMPANH received Noi Sensourigna, the Library of Laosô designated rep-

resentative in the Lao PDR and CEO Chuck Theusch at his office in Vientiane Province 

on July 19, 2019. Joining in the meeting were two Library of Laos Volunteers and three 

Vientiane Provincial Officials. Governor Kamphanh took over in Vientiane Province in 

Spring 2019. He has served the Lao PDR in many capacities over his distinguished ca-

reer including as Chief Justice if the Supreme Court of Laos. He is a man of vision speak-

ing eloquently of his nationôs future and the continued improvement of the educational 

opportunities of the many peoples of the land.  

MR. CHANTHALA of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs pre-

sented the correct Law of Laos Book for the Library Pro-

jectôs application, exactly what was needed.  

NOLAN BARKHOUSE, Public Affairs Officer of the US 

Embassy, has been most supportive of our efforts at com-

pliance with the Lao Governmentôs directives. On August 

31, 2019, Noi filed the legal documents, prepared by the 

Library of Laos Project, in Vientiane with the various high 

level agencies. We now look forward to working, as we 

have since 2002,  with the Government and people of the 

Lao PDR, and Dedicating the Phonsavath Project. 



KIM PHUC & NICK UT 
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THE KIM PHUC FOUNDATION and the LIBRARY OF VIETNAM PROJECT have joined hands to build a Library at Trang Bang in 

Kimôs village. This has been her dream for years and now she has taken on the task of raising money to make ñKIMôS DREAMò come 

true. She has spent time away from her family in Canada to raise support for this special project. She is motivated by the memory of 

her cousin, killed June 8, 1972, the day she suffered her dreadful injury. Her commitment to the children of war around the world is an 

inspiration to all. She has built an Orphanage in India and continues her lifelong dream of helping kids, especially those in her own 

home village. Her brother Loi still lives there and is attending Library Management courses so as to be able to help with running the 

Library upon its completion in 2020. The LIBRARY OF VIETNAM PROJECT is fortunate to have her support. She is a true leader.  
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HuȢnh Thanh M׃ (March 29, 1938 ï October 10, 1965) was a 
Vietnamese photographer working for the Associated 
Press.While covering a fight between the Viet Cong and SVN 
Rangers in the Mekong Delta, Huynh Thanh My was wounded in 
the chest and arm. He was shot while awaiting medical evacua-
tion for his wounds when the Viet Cong overran the makeshift 
aid station of a South Vietnamese army position. Huynh left be-
hind his 19-year-old widow and seven-month-old daughter. Later 
his wife and the already 10-year-old daughter were evacuated to 
Los Angeles when the war ended. HuȢnh Thanh M׃ was the old-
er brother of photo-journalist Nick Ut. His younger brother was 
hired by the AP in 1965 and covered the rest of the war, winning 
a Pulitzer Prize in 1973. 

 

NICK UT has always had at heart a special 

recognition of what comes first, the very reason 

Kim Phuc survived the events of June 8, 1972. 

From time to time the emergence of a Pulitzer 

Prize winning picture, its photographer and the 

subject of the picture have not led to a good or 

meaningful relationship between the two. 

However Kim Phuc refers to Nick warmly as 

ñUncle Utò and Nick flies, whenever his busy 

schedule allows, to wherever Kim calls upon him 

to join her. For the Library Projectôs efforts at 

building this Library in Trang Bang, Nick has 

been there at every turn lending his special per-

sonality, artistic gifts and support as we continue 

to raise the funding necessary for the project.  

NICK UT. Associated Press, 1973 Pulitzer Prize winner HUYNH THANH MY, Associated Press (KIA October 10, 1965) 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Associated_Press
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Associated_Press
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Viet_Cong
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nick_Ut
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KIM PHUC, WISCONSIN 

June 6-10, 2019 

KIM PHUC & NICK UT 

JUNE 6                                                                         
Rendezvous Dinner and                               

Kenosha News Interview 

JUNE 7                                                           
WPR (Wisconsin Public Radio)            

Private Reception, UW 

JUNE 8                                                                  
With Nick Ut Presentation to over 425 

in attendance at Wisconsin Union on 

Lake Mendota                                                           

JUNE 9                                                                 
West Bend Historical Society Book 

Signing, Town of Farmington Farm Vis-

it, St. Johnôs Catholic Church                   

Le Thi Hoa Caldwell Home Reception in 

Dousman, Wisconsin                                                

JUNE 10                                                                         
Joe Campbellôs Vietnam Veteransô 

Lunch with Chaplain Ray Stubbe, Mil-

waukee                                                          
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KIM PHUC, CHICAGO                                           

September 9-12, 2019 

TUESDAY, SEPT. 10 6:30 pm at the store KIM THI 

PHUC Fire Road: The Napalm Girl's Journey Through 

the Horrors of War to Faith, Forgiveness, and Peace 

Kim Thi Phuc, the 9-year-old girl in the infamous pho-

to from Vietnam, speaks about how she survived ex-

cruciating treatments for her napalm burns and physi-

cal pain and ultimately survived the pain of her devas-

tated soul. She will be joined by former Associated 

Press photographer Nick Ut, who took the Pulitzer 

Prize-winning photo. The Book Stall is working with 

Kim Phuc to raise money for a library in her Vietnam-

ese village. We will donate 20% of all sales that day to 

that cause. (As with any donation, customers need to 

identify that they are making their purchases for this 

purpose.)  

KIM PHUC & NICK UT 

SEPTEMBER 9                                                                         
Rendezvous Dinner, Downtown Chicago 

SEPTEMBER 10     

Dr. Tim/SVDP  Donations Lunch                                  

AVOCA West School                                                   

The BOOKSTALL, Winnetka                                     

SEPTEMBER 11                                                                             
St. Emilyôs School                                               

Pasteur Restaurant Fundraiser                                       

SEPTEMBER 12                                                     
Dr. McNally Lunch                                                                     


